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I think the rectiſying the Education of Youth to 
be a Thing ſo important, that till it pleaſe Gd 
to awaken Men to a greater Senſe than they yet 
 -have of the Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of that, 1 
Hall ſcarce expect any ſuch Reformation as 1 
wiſh, either of Men's Principles or Manners. 
BorLE. Appendix to his Life by Bix cu. 
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CATECHISING. 


T ſeems to be one great Happineſs ot 
che preſent Age that Strife about 
Words, and a blind Reverence for 

Opinions viſibly abates ; but then it is 
no leſs viſible that a true Zeal and juſt 

Concern for the Subſtantials of Religion 
is abating likewiſe; and if this Evil be 
not ſome Way remedied, there 1 is Room 
to apprehend that we may ſoon fall as 
far ſhort of former Times in Point of 
Practice, as we exceed them in moſt Parts 

of Speculation. In order therefore to 
5 A 2 remove 
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remove the growing Levity and Luke 
warmneſs in Subjects of this Kind, to 
reſtore that ſober Senfe of, that ſerious 
Regard for thele Things which the Im- 
portance of them ever muſt require, it 
may be proper to look back a little to 
the original Foundations of Religion a- 
mongſt us, and ſee how well and ra- 
tionally they are laid, or whether any 
Improvement may be e hoped for in this 
Reſpect. 
Now. cheſe Foundations are laid when 
we commence Chriſtians, and this we do 
properly when in our own Perſons we 
engage to perform our Part of the Bap- 

tiſmal Coyenant : Till this be done we 

are not in Strictneſs bound to any par- 

5 ticular Mode of Religion by any Thing 
that others have deſigned or underta- 
ken for us, who in Truth can only 

undertake for themſelves, and certify 
what they will inſtru us in, and ex- 

hort us to, and as far as in them lies, 
cauſe 


E 


cauſe uc to undertake ſand who are ac- 


cordingly required to be themſelves above 
the State of Childhood, and to have al- 
ready communicated with the Church be- 
fore they can be regularly admitted to 
bring others into it. CA NON 29.] And 
therefore I have Placed the Commence- 
ment of Chriſtianity not ſo much in any 
Dedication of us, or Stipulation for us 
in our Infancy, as in our actual Entrance 
on the Chriſtian Life; when the Religion 
of Chriſt begins in ſome Degree to affect 
our Underſtanding and direct our Con- 
ſcience; when it beeomes our own. Choice, 
; rather than the Effect of Chance, of the 
Conſtitution or Cuſtom of the Country 
wherein we were born: which with the 
Generality in our Church i is to be dated 
from their Confirmation. What Efficacy 
the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm may have 


upon thoſe who die before they come to 


the Uſe of Reaſon, or what Neceſſity 
there is for the adminiſtring it to ſuch; 


are 


1% 3 
are Queſtions which I do not meddle 
with at preſent, but only beg Leave to 
obſerve, that in what Circumſtances ſo- 
ever this Rite be adminiſtred, in order 
to make it a reaſonable Service, ſuch an 
Office as that of Confirmation ſeems very 
fit to follow, and a good deal of Inſtruc- 
tion to attend them both as cloſely as 
poſſible. For that Baptiſin which has an 
Effect on our Salvation, muſt have it as 
the Apoſtle * plainly ſhews us, not in 
ſelf, by Virtue of the external Act and 
as depending on any certain Perſon, Mat- 
ter, Form; or operating like a Charm: 
But in a moral, intellectual Manner, and 
ſo as to affect the Heart, and influence the 
Temper. It is © not the putting away the 
« Filth of the Fleſh, but the Anſwer of a 

good Conſcience toward God: Including 
a ſolemn Contract between God and us, 
whereby we engage to devote ourſelves 
to * and be his true Dai, and 


* 2 1 Pet. Il, 21. 


God 
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God | e on our performin 9 ſuch 
Engagement, to forgive us our Offences, 


and bring us to eternal Life: And there- 
fore implying a ſincere, conſci cientious De- 


claration of our Faith and Reſolution as 
to thoſe ſeveral Articles both of Belief and 
Practice, concerning which we are there 


8 properly znterrogated. 


Now as ſomething like this is foppatic 


do be done for us in our Infancy, and 


_ | of Conſequence all tranſacted in our Stead 

by Proxy, the ſubſequent Rite of Confir- 
mation comes in very properly to ſupply 
the unavoidable Defects of ſuch a Tranf- 
action to conſtitute this primary reli- 


gious Office of a Piece with all the Reſt, . 


and what each one's Religion ought to 
be, a perſonal 'Thing—to render us com- 
plete Members of the Chriſtian Church 
and fulfil the general Inſtitution which 
our Lord has left for making his Diſci- 
ples. And wiſely has our Church * 


* Matt. NXviüi. 19. 
pointed 


C'S] 
pointed that we ſhould be called to this 


juſt when we come to Years of Diſcretion, 


and are entering on a tempting, treache- 


rous World; juſt as the Luſts of the Fleſh 


begin to exert themſelves and gather 
Strength upon us, and our great Adver- 


fary is lying in Wait and laying all his 
Baits to enſnare us. Againſt each of theſe 
does the Church carefully prepare and 


arm its Members, by reminding them 
of their ſuppoſed Engagements to reſiſt 
all theſe, and bringing all ſuch to a pub- 


lic Acknowledgement and Recognition of 5 
them by directing them to the beſt Means 
of keeping theſe Engag emetits—by ſupply- , 


ing them with ſuitable Inſtructions on the 


Occafion; by offering up her Prayers with 
them and for them to that End. Thus 
are young Perſons happily initiated in the 
the Service of their Maker; chis gives re- 

| ligious Principles an early and ſure Poj- 

ſeſſion both of the Head and Heart: This 


one good Work if properly attended to, 


and 


(# 7 
and diſtharged with due Qualifications, 
would not fail to ſtrike them with that 
awful Reverence, and give ſo right a 
Turn to their whole Way of thinking, as 
would be remember'd by them ail their 
Lives. It muſt imprint in them ſo 1 
and lively a Senſe of their Duty, 
would, in a natural Way, put them on 
ſome proportionable Endeavours to per- 
form it; and prove the moſt effectual 


5 Means of entitling them to the Divine 


Aſſiſtance, and deriving on them all thoſe 
manifold Gifts of Grace which are there 
ſumm'd up and particularly requeſted. 
Let us in the next Place obſerve the 
uſual Practice of this Part of the World 
in theſe Reſpects. And firſt for Baptiſm. 
Many are extremely ſolicitous about their 
Children being forthwith admitted to it 
in a private Way, eſpecially if they are 
not v 5. like to live,“ though to thoſe 
B only 


* See WiSHArT's Diſcourſes, p. 99. Is a new-born 
Child weak ? Does Mercy (ever to be preferr'd to Sacri- 


fice) 


„„ 
only who do live, are moſt. Few of 
the Baptiſmal Office evidently appropri- 
ated. On the leaſt Indiſpoſition in ſuch, 


the Clergyman is furmen'd at all Hours, 


Day or Night, Parents and Friends grow 


inconſolable ſhould any one die unbap- 


tized, on any Account; but if that Cere- 


mony be got huddled over, they think 
all is done, or are very willing to truſt 
Providence for the Reſt. As to Inftruc- 
tion, whether private or publick, about 
that they are cafy enough, and rather 
inclined to put it off Year after Year, 
and paſs it from one Hand to another. 


fice) forbid bringing it to the Publick ? Why PER a 
Miniſter muſt be got in all Haſte to perform a certain 


Ceremony upon it, which they call Chriftening it; what 


it means they know not, but the Thing muft be done, not 


for the Inſtruction of the Parents, but to ſave the Infant 
from Hell! © and what a cruel Man muſt he be who 
will grudge his Travel for ſuch a Purpoſe, when a 
feu Words of his Mauth, and Motions of his Hand, will 
* do the Buſineſs?” Strange that ever Men under the 
Advantages of the Light of the Goſpel ſhould have ſunk 
into ſuch Notions of God and Religion! Ib. p. 100. 


1 


* 


5 ether groſsly neglected by too many, for 
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As for thoſe Sponſors who are to attend the 


publick Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, who 


are ſo ſtrictly charg'd and ſolemnly bound 


“to ſee that the Child be taught, fo ſoon 
* as he ſhall be able to learn, what was 

there done in his Behalf; theſe when 

they have either perſonally appeared to 


fatisfy the Cuſtom and do Credit to their 


Neighbour, or ſent a Deputation to that 
Purpoſe, ſeldom concern themſelves any 


| farther about this Child than upon Oc- 
cCaſion to own. ſome Sort of faſhionable. 
Relation to it, or if they be calld upon, 
attend it once more, to the Biſhop; and 

that too either for Form s Sake, or in or- 


der to procure a Releaſe from all thoſe 


Stipulations | which they formerly enter d 
into upon its Account, and which they 


never once beſtowed a Thought on ſince. 
Which brings me to the next grand 


Point of Confirmation. 
And this, it muſt be likewiſe own'd, is 
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the grestelt! Part of their Lives, or haſtily 
attended where and when ever it falls in 


their Way. It is in like Manner treated as 


a Ceremony, under which they are quite 
paſſive; looked on as little more than the 
| Biſhop's Bleſſing, which People think may 
do them Good as oft as they can have it, 


and to which therefore Perſons of all Ages 


flock in a tumultuary Way, notwithſtand- 
a all the Care that either Biſhops or pa- 
rochial Clergy take to regulate. it. So apt 
are Men at all Times to reſt in Shew, 
rather than enter into the Meaning, or 
endeavour to comply with the Intention 
of a Rite !—ſfo ready to place Religion | 
and the Favour of God in ſome flight, 
eaſy, external Performance of their own, 
or of others for them, rather than in 
thoſe ſolid and ſubſtantial Duties which 
5 really reform and rectify the inward Man, 
and are able to procure ſettled Habits of 
Piety and Virtue; thoſe true, only Terms 
o Apcepranes which God himſelf pre- 3 
ſcribes . 


3 


. 
ſeries! And though great Pains have 
been lately taken, and many uſeful Trea- 


tiſes are daily publiſhed to aſſiſt and im- 


prove Youth in all other Parts of Science, 
and the Means thereto; yet is the Science 
of Religion, properly ſo called, left in a 
great Degree uncultiva ted; and theſe Ne- 


glects or Abuſes tolerated in the eſtab- 
liſned Adminiſtration of its Ordinances. 


How theſe and the like may beſt be re- - 


medied comes next under Conſideration. 


Now the moſt natural, obvious Method 


to recover a right Apprehenſion of theſe 


Things, and indeed almoſt the only Point 
that is left open to us, and which admits 


5 continual Improvement, ſeems to be a pro- 
per Manner of Catechiſmg. By catechifing 
I mean, not the procuring our own Ca- 

techiſm, or any other Compend of Divi- 

nity, to be ſaid over a few. Times by Rote, 
nor the delivering any ſtated Expoſition, 
or Diſcourſe thereon ; though theſe may 
8 be of great Uſe in their Turns: 


But the 
free, 


„ 
free, frequent and familiar exerciſing of 


young Perſons in it, till they thoroughly 


underſtand and can expreſs the Meaning 
of each Word and Phraſe, and unravel 


their Connexions; till they have learnt to 


apply fimilar or ſynonimous Words of 
their own; ſometimes putting it out of 


its preſent Form, and altering both the 
ſerves; turning the lame Subject i into dif- 


in various Dreſs, and teaching them to 


8 give their Notions of the Thing, as 
much as is poſſible, in their own Way . 
and Language; gently inſtilling into their 


tender Minds the firſt Elements of religi- 


ous Knowledge, and again drawing theſe 


forth diverſely, according to their reſpec- 


tive Capacities, Experience and Degree of 


Improvement: 'Thus leading them on gra- 


aiding 


Terms and Method of it as Occaſion 


| ferent Lights, conveying the ſame Thought 


: dually from Sounds to Senſe ; forming — 
their Thoughts and fixing their Attention 
to the Reaſon and Relation of Things ; 


0 


F 


. 
aiding and inuring them to reflect a little 
on ſuch Points as are within their Reach, 
and enabling them at length to give a 
clear Account of all Parts of the Chriſ- 
tian Diſpenſation, and become fully ac. 
quainted with their Duty both to God 
and Man. This is the Office of Cate- 
ch fo ing: Which though it may appear a 
low, contemptible one, yet is aſſuredly | 
an arduous Taſk; and which perhaps re- 
quires the greateſt Pains and Skill of any 
Part in the whole miniſterial Function: 
Nor has it, ſo far as I know, been diſ- 
tinctly treated of. How frequently, and 
with what Care it is performed amongſt 
us, may not be ſo proper for me to ſet 
forth. However it muſt be allowed that 
we fall far ſhort of the ancient Practice 
on this Head, as appears both from the 
Accounts we have of ſo many famous 
CATECHETICAL Schools eſtabliſhed in 
the Times of primitive Chriſtianity, and 
from ſome Exerciſes of ſeveral eminent 
Mailers 
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Maſters in them which are ſtill extant : 
From which we may conclude that in 
_ thoſe Ages this would not have been eſ- 
teem'd a Work fit to be left to Parents, 
Pariſh Clerks or petty Schoolmaſters ; tho' 


| the Aſſiſtance of all theſe in private be 


very uſeful, and even neceſſary, to prepare 
and train up Children for the due Per- 


formance of it in the Congregation. At 


preſent this is a Work which many, ei- 
ther diſcouraged by Diſuſe and the de- 
ſpicable Notions which are apt to be 
entertained of it, or deterred by its Dif- 
ficulty; are extremely ſhy of undertaking. 
Some have not the Heart, ſome not the 
Face to ſet about it: Moſt content them- 
ſelves with cauſing the Church Catechiſm, 
or a Comment on it, to be repeated in 
the Time of Lent; and if they continue 

to hear the Children ſay it over till they 


- repeat each Word in Order, think that 


they have amply done their Parts in this 


Reſſ pect. But ey the Church of 
. 


Tl 

God, both among Jews and Chriſtians, 
| underſtood his Precepts and their Duty 
on the Point before us in a different Man- 
ner: And whether our own Church by 
requiring (as ſhe does both in her Ru- 
brick after the Catechiſm, and the 59th 
CANON) © every Parſon, Vicar or Curate 
Do teach, inſtru and examine the Youth 
and ignorant Perſons of his Pariſh, in 
3 ſome Part of the Catechiſm, for * 
an Hour or more, every Sunday and 
25 „Holiday; ; and all Fathers, Maſters, Oc. 
0 cauſe their Children, Servants and 
« Apprentices to come at the Time ap- 

< pointed obediently to hear and be or- 
“ dered by the Miniſter,” and this with 

ſo high a Penalty, on each for their Ne- 
glet; as Excommunication once was 
deem'd ; whether, I ſay, ſhe Means only 

| their being made to repeat ſome Portion 
of this Catechiſm by Rote, deſerves Con- 
ſideration. Sure I am, Catechiſing in its 
ongpnel, true Senſe, implies ſomething 


C more 
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more than the bare running over an old 
Form, though that conſiſt of proper Queſ- 
tions and Anſwers, and contain whatſo- 

ever is needful either to Belief or Prac- 
tice. And though our own be generally 


ſtill Room for ſeveral intermedi ate Queſ- 


tions and Elucidations, before every Point 


of Doctrine be rightly underſtood, and 


well digeſted. Witneſs the perplext Defi- 
nition of a Sacrament, wherein the latter 
Part refers, now to the nearer Branch of 
the foregoing, then to the more remote; 
and where, beſide an. Explanation of the 


Terms viſible Sign, and ſpiritual Grace, it 


may not be improper to aſk What it is 


which is given unto us ? What was or- 


dained by Chrift himſelf ? How is that Sign, 


or viſible Thing, a Means whereby we re- : 


ceive the ſame, i. e. inward inviſible Grace? 


And what is a Pledge ? And how comes 


_ this to be ſuch as can aſſure us thereof ? 
. 


plain, clear, comprehenſive, and in many 
Reſpects as good as moſt; yet is there 


| 


Jy \ 
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i. e. of our receiving and becoming poſ- 


ſeſſed of this Grace, upon the Application 
of that Sign. As alſo, What goes to the 


conſtituting of a Sacrament? Who is the 


Author, or Ordainer of it ?!—To whom ap- 
pointed?—For what End? Oc. 


Again ; the Reply given to the ſecond 
and third Queſtions in our Catechiſm will 


admit almoſt as many Queries to unfold 


it, as it contains principal Words. Nor 


ſhould the Privileges immediately annexed 


to Baptiſm in the former, ever be recited 


without carefully inculcating thoſe Duties 
mentioned 1 in the latter, as conditionally 


imply'd in it, or ſtrictly connected with 


it, and without which it is merely a Re- 
preſentation, or Emblem of Re generation x 
rather than the Thing itſelf. * Our Duty 
towards God and our Neighbour as there 
deſcribed, requires to have each Part of it 
 apply'd to that particular Commandment 
of which it is deſign d to be explanatory ; ; 


* See Orthodoxy and Charity united. p. 37 8 
SOS C2 7 and 
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. and * likewiſe in the Anſwer to that 


Queſtion which follows the Lord's Prayer. 


Nor would it perhaps be found inexpe- 
dient to reverſe the Order of our Cate- 


chiſm in ſome Parts: v. g. by tranſpoſing 


the Articles of Belief, and treating the 
Credenda rather as! Motives and Arguments 


to ſupport Chriſtian Practice, than as a 
Part of the Baptiſmal Covenant; by con- 


fidering Prayer and the Sacraments as. 


Means and Motives to the ſame great End. 
Nor laſtly, ſhould ſuch previous, prepa- 


ratory Queſtions be omitted as, though 


not directly and formally included, yet 


become neceſſary to a thorough: Compre- 


henſion of the whole Nature and Extent 


of this Duty, and give an Inſight as well 


into the Grounds and Uſes of it, as the 


, original Signification and full Import of 
the ſeveral Terms and Expreſſions im- 


ploy'd i in it. v. g. What do we under- 


| ſtand by the Words Catechiſm and Confir- 


nation, boch on our Part * chat of tho ” 


# 
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Biſhop!—What by Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper „Why is our Chriſtian Name de- 
manded?—Why ſo called And what is 


it to be a Chriſtian? What are we to be- 
lieve and hope? What do we engage to 


perform? — What to avoid? c. — But I 


am not about to propoſe any fixt, determi- 


nate ſet of Queries, or ſettle the Method _ 
of explaining every Article; which muſt 
entirely depend upon the Child's Com- 
8 prehenſion, and always vary according to 
the Anſwers given. Of ſuch Plans we 
have enow already, and the ſhorteſt and 
| eaſieſt the beſt. For whatever Form of 7 
Words is uſed in this Caſe, when it once 
becomes a Form, and is got by Heart, it 


comes almoſt to the ſame Thing : And 


our own, as was ſaid, may ſerve as well 
as any, if Perſons be but duly vers d and 
exercts d therein. Here i is the Point; and 


all that is wantin g here, is only firſt to 


underſtand the Words and their Conſtruc- 


tion, ſo as lay a ſure Ground-work, to 
| get 
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trines of Religion inculcated - into our 


Catechumen ; and when this is done ef- 
fectually, he may be carry'd on at Lei- 


ſure to what Lengths we pleaſe; or other- 


wiſe directed to more accurate Diſcourſes 


on each Head, and will be able to form 
a competent judgment for himſelf, and 


edify by his own Peruſal of them. 


But let not the Catechiſt be ſoon wea- 
ried out, or dejected by the ſlow Progreſs 
he ſhall make, and the ſeemingly ſmall = 
Effect of his Labours at the firſt. The 
Minds of Children will be found to open 
inſenſibl) 7. and his Way of accommoda- 
ting himſelf to them grow nore apt and 
eaſy; their Courage and his own will be 


continually improving, and the whole 
Conduct of the Thing become more na- 


tural, and of Courſe more agreeable, on 


5 every freſh Attempt. 


Many are indeed the real Lets and —_— 
— attending this, — more the 


Excuſes 


MA 


I 


the whole Congregation; many of whom 


4 


Excuſes for poſtponing and omitting it. 


Among the poorer Sort, Children are of- 
ten otherwiſe employ d, interrupted, and 
taken from School before they have been 
tolerably prepared, or even taught to aim 
at ſaying any Thing out of the common 


| Road. Among Perſons of Condition (who 


ſhould know theſe Things better, and 
judge of them with more juſtneſs) their 


Children are generally thought above mix- 


ing with the Reſt, and being ſubjected 


to ſuch particular, publick Examinations. 


Servants and grown up People, how ig- 
norant ſoever, are unwilling to ſubmit to 
them, and aſhamed of ſtanding expoſed to 


likewiſe are but too apt, more eſpecially 
in the Beginning, to betray ſome unuſual 


Levity, to entertain themſelves with re- 
marking any Miſtake, Oddity, or Impro- 
priety that may occur on theſe Occaſions. 
But all ſuch Difficulties will ſoon be over 


when this Cuſtom is once happily intro- 
duced, 5 
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dnced, and for a While perſiſted in: When 
each Party becomes heartily engaged, 
and meets with proper Encouragement 
according to their Induſtry and Ingenu- 
ity : And all theſe and the like Hardſhips 
will in Time be amply recompenſed by 
the viſible Benefits accruing to all Perſons 
5 chat are either immediately, or more re- 
motely affected by it: Which I proceed | 
to touch on very briefly. 

From what has been faid it is eaſy to 
- perceive, 1. how much this Cuſtom of free 
Catec bi ing would, by proper Exerciſe, un- 


. fold, inlarge, improve and ripen all the 8 


Powers of Reaſon in young Perſons: And 
2. remove that vicious Baſhfulneſs and 

aukward Inability to ſpeak in Publick, 
which is ſo mightily prejudicial to moſt 
People with us; and thereby of what Ser- 
vice it would prove both to the Maſter 
and Scholar. 3. By their being thus _ 
fixed and rooted in the true Faith, 


ſhould help greatly to prevent the ray 
CY A ng 
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of Infidelity, and guard againſt the va- 
rious prevailing Errors of Popery, Fana- 
ticiſm, or any others. 4. This might ſoon 
give them an enlarg'd and worthy No- 
tion of Religion, by ſhewing that it de- 
pends not on a Set of mere technical 
Terms, or trifling Ceremonies; not on 
any ſubtle Diſtinctions, or ſuperficial 
' Niceties : But that the Subſtance. + + By 
contained in ſome plain and momentous 
Points of Doctrine, ſome neceſſary Parts 
of Diſcipline and perfect Rules of Life; 
with the moſt eaſy, fimple and ſignificant 
| Rites inviting us to embrace, and indu- 
cing. us to perſiſt in the Belief and Ob- 
ſervance of them. 5. This would not only 
lay a good Foundation for the ri ight In- 
ſtruction of Youth and Improvement of 
the followin g Generation, but alſo ſerve 
to remind the preſent what they have hi- 
therto been doing, or engaged to do in 
the Affair of their Salvation. It might 
help to excite and rouſe all Hearers to a 


D proper 


( 26 ) 
proper Recollection of what they orice 
learnt, or ought to have learnt on this 


conduce to the Making each of the above- 


mentioned Offices mere uſeful : To an- 


ſwer the declared Intent of Ba ptiſm by 
what was done in our Infancy ; to realize 
and ratify it in our own Perſons by a due 
Diſcharge of our Part in Confirmation; 

and to retrieve the Credit of that once 


worth retaining. That any Thing of a 


any Appointment, how wiſe and excellent 


ſoever at firſt, dwindles into an empty 


Piece of Pageantry, it turns 


to no ſmall 
Detriment ; - It introduces an 0 Ne- 


glect 


important Subject; and above all Things 


valuable Inſtitution, which, by what has 
been already ſaid, we may ſee, is now {o 
much degenerated, as to become Matter 
of Scandal to Diſſenters, of Triumph to 
nbelievers, and of ſo very little Benefit 
to ourſelves as makes it perhaps hardly 


| religious Kind ſhould become Matter of | 
Form is ever of bad Conſequence. When 


{ W ] 
glect of and. Diſregard for facred Things, 
infects the Minds of Men with Indolence, 

teaches them to look on all. other Things 
in che ſame Light, and paſs them over 
mn the like formal, lifeleſs Way. The Care 
of Parents, while they live and continue 


of the fame Profeſſion with us, is now-a- = 


days generally deem'd ſufficient for the 
right Education of their Offspring : May 
it. not then be aſked, Why are theſe other 
Aſſurances till given, and required to be 


given, with ſuch Solemnity, if no more 


be intended by them? Though in moſt 
Cafes, a collateral Security be reckoned. 
an Advantage, and was no doubt origi- 
nally ſo in this, and therefore no good 
_ Objection lies properly againſt the Ap- 
pointment itſelf; yet as Matters now ſtand 
it is no Security at all, and can, I fear, 
ſerve only to reproach us Hut it is not 


our Province to direct the Church, nor 1 


ſo much Service to complain of any In- 
ſtitutions which remain without Effect, as 
— 2 to 


( 
to try all we can to recover each to its 
full Purpoſe; to render all of them of 
ſome apparent Uſe among ourſelves, and 
thereby recommend them alſo more effec- 


tually to others: Which ſeems moſt likely 
to be done in the Way propoſed, viz. by 
conſidering the true Nature and End of 
each, in a due Courſe of Catechiſing: and 
which ! is therefore a ſtrong Recommenda- 
tion of it. 6. Nor will there be other Mo- 


tives wanting to encoura ge Patience and 


WT induce Per ſeverance in this which at firſt 


Sight may ſeem ſo extremely forbidding an : 


Attempt : Such as are drawn from a Sa- 


tisfaction i in obſerving the original Dawn- 
ings of Reaſon, and the daily Growth of 
Knowledge in young Minds; and the 
younger they are, the quicker will their 


Progreſs be From a Senſe of our being 

in ſome Meaſure inſtrumental i in the For- 

mation and Furtherance of ſo many both _ 
_ reaſonable and reli gious Creatures; from 


a Conſciouſneſs of having faithfully diſ- 
charged 


( 29 ) . 
— this ſo very important, yet fo 
flighted, a Duty: — And from a com- 
fortable Aſſurance that our Recompence 
will be the greater and the more en- 
tire in another World, inaſmuch as we 
receive the leſs Retribution of Applauſe, 
Eſteem, or Love for it in this. Farther, 
to animate our Endeavours, we ought to 
conſider here, as the Church reminds us 
on another Occaſion, that our Lord him- 
ſelf thought it far from being below him 
to admit little Children to his Preſence, 
take chem up in his Arms, lay his Hands 
upon them, and bleſs them; ; and that he 
has hereby ſet us an Example of ſhewing | 
our Good-will to ſuch, by doing all we 
ean to advance their ſpiritual Intereſt ; 
and proved, not in any figurative, ſym- 
bolical Way, but by expreſs Declaration, | 
that this is by no Means foreign t to the 
5 paſtoral Office. | 
Let all therefore concur in, and « CON» 
tribute ſomewhat t to this excellent Work; 
adding 


4 | 
adding their warmeſt Wiſhes, Intereſt and 
Endeavours for the Accompliſhment there- 
cf. Well were all theſe laid out, and 
happy might we think ourſelves, could 
any Repreſentation of this Kind prove a - 
fectual to excite a proper Spirit 1 in all Or- 
ders and Degrees amongſt us: —A true 
Zeal, Study, Reſolution in the Clergy 
faithfully to diſcharge their Truſt, and 
painfully perform this fo very uſeful, un- 
exceptionable Part of their Miniſtry :—A 
good Inclination in Parents, Maſters and i 
Heads of Families to prepare, urge on, 
and encourage all their Children and De- 
pendents: A juſt Solicitude in ſuch as 
have been Sureties, to inquire what Sort 
of Proviſion has been made for thoſe for 
whom they themſelves were once charg' d 
before God chiefly to provide; and an In- 


: ſpection, not merely out of Compliment 7 


and Curioſity, but in good Earneſt, into 
their reſpective Attainments and Behavi- 


our; A Diſpoſition in the whole Con- : 
gregation 


T#) 


Countenance, the Approbation and Influ- 


ence, of all Perſons every where, and in 


each Station or Relation, All this, were 


to recover the right Uſe of a too long ne- 


Faith and Worſhip, that without laying 


At beſt, each ſubſequent religious 3. Ordi- 
nance muſt be but very imperfectly per- 


form d, and with as little Benefit to the 


: Performers. 


Once more then, let all, as 65 rate 
| theſe ſeveral Advantages, lend their Aſ- 
ſiſtance to the Advancement and Security 
of them by the fore · mentioned Means, 
which is at all Times ſo much in each 


Perſon's | 


oregation. to attend with Seriouſneſs and 
due Solemnity:— In ſhort, the Care and 


thus much'to be hoped for, i is little enough 


glected Inſtitution; which yet appears to 
be ſo neceſſary to every part of Chriſtian 


à good Foundation here, the whole Super- 
ſtructure can only be built on the Sand; 
and will accordingly ſink upon Trial, 
and in Time of Temptation fall away: : 


— 


on's Power to promote, and in th. 
r 


Du 


once ſufficiently 
we be prevailed on to give proper Atten- 
tion to it, religious 


wiedge and true 
Piety would ſuddenly revive, even in theſe 
degenerate Days. We might ſoon ho 
do behold this ancient and ever valuable 
Practice perfectly reſtored, and with it 
true Schſe, ſincere Eſteem and pure Pro- 
feſſion of the Goſpel ; to the Glory o 
its great Author and the laſting Good of 
Mankind; ; to the Salvation of our own 
Souls and of thoſe committed to our 
harge. Amen. 8 JI 35 
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